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Review of Gman: A Mormon Spy Story by Jason Jahns.  Phoenix: North Star Books, 
2012. 

Gman is a novel about a fifteen year old Jake learning about his nineteen year old 
father Nephi through reading his journal and other material that he finds hidden in his 
mother’s basement.  All Jake knows about his dad is that he abandoned him and his 
mother when he was a small child.  As Jake discovers more about his father, he comes 
to understand more about himself and his unconventional family.  In 1989 Singapore, 
Jake’s father is blackmailed into working for the US government, doing a job that 
threatens his religious commitments as a Mormon missionary.  Nephi struggles to be a 
dedicated Mormon and a patriotic American while becoming true to his sexual identities 
and remaining loyal to his friends.

This book is a compilation of journal entries, old emails, letters, blog entries and other 
written media.   We are reading with Jake as he discovers and compiles the information 
and discusses it with his friends on his blog.  As such, it is a very intimate way to get to 
know characters and understand their situations.  This method of writing can be 
confusing, but it keeps the reader’s attention.  Fortunately, the material is organized in a  
relatively chronological order, which the reader will appreciate.

Most of the book is understated, addressing serious issues of religion and morality with 
a dark undertone that is properly and intelligently relieved by light humor and honest 
self-reflection.  Nephi is allowed the time to discover himself before he must make the 
most important decisions of his life.  By reading his father’s own accounts, Jake is able 
to better understand why his father has not been involved in his life.

I recommend this book.  This story is a journey of self-discovery complicated by religion, 
sexuality, family commitment, and ethics.  The author draws the story together brilliantly 
and somehow made sense out of all its rich complexities.               Nat
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Sample 8: Reviews for Children’s 
Books

1) Patricia Derrick. Montgomery the Moose. Animalations LLC, 2007. 

It’s hard to imagine a dancing moose, but I can certainly understand how Montgomery 
Moose could shake his caboose to the rhythm and rhyme of this little book.  Patricia 
Derrick is funny and thoughtful as she guides children through a musical introduction to 
five different styles.  She demonstrates clearly how children can absorb important 
information while having a wonderful time: the kids are being prepared for reading and 
learning while dancing and playing.  Who knew that just being a kid could be so 
productive.

2) Patricia Derrick. Beaser the Bear’s Rocky Mountain Christmas. Animalations LLC, 
2007.

This book encourages children to share, “give away their extra stuff,” so that they can 
“grow their hearts.”  The lyrics to the song vary slightly on this theme, lauding the virtues 
of giving.  This is of course a very positive message, simple and clear in its delivery, and  
memorable in its musical form.  This book comes with an explanation of animalations 
and its purposes, and it is clear that the author is intentional about every aspect of the 
book: its artwork, music, and words point toward the single focus of learning.

 
3) Patricia Derrick. Riley the Rhinoceros and the Jungle Bus. Animalations LLC, 2007.

This is a masterpiece of melody and message.  Riley the Rhinoceros is the reluctant 
hero, unhappy with other jungle animals who want or need to take a ride on his back.  
The message in this book is timeless: we need who to be who we are and learn to fit in 
with all of our friends according to everyone’s gifts and talents.  As such, this book is 
very affirming: each animal has its own unique characteristics, and yet each animal 
relies on another for things that they need.  The music and lyrics are both wonderful, 
and kids (and parents and teachers!) will want to return to it again and again.       

4) Patricia Derrick. Rickity and Snickity. Animalations LLC, 2007.

This is a story of two Rocky Mountain bear cubs - Rickity and Snickity - who sneak onto 
a car heading for the balloon fiesta and Albuquerque, NM.  The cubs spend the night in 
a trash can and then end up piloting balloon so well that they are mistaken for 
celebrities.  Eventually they are caught by the park ranger but intend to come back next 
year, at which time they will be too big.  The music, lyrics, and artwork are all spot-on in 
this book - it is deliciously unpredictable and encourages critical thinking.  Some 
questions that arise are: do they really make balloons in the shapes of animals?  How 
fast do bear cubs really grow (can they really not come back next year)? For adults - 
seeing animals ponder over the paper is really funny, and the author put lyrics from the 
song in the paper for us (and our kids!) to read. I heartily recommend this book.
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