
Sample 4: Reader’s Notes
explanation of corrections

Nathan J. Barnes, PhD

Sample Reader’s Notes (actual notes used in a published 
novel)

General Notes

First of all, be confident in knowing that this is a good story. Most 
of my comments are minor, but I do think that the story needs a 
few adjustments that will take a little bit of work. There are many 
proofreading issues, but that is to be expected.

Title

Since you’re dealing with werewolves in high school, I would 
suggest that you stay away from “Moon” because of the Twilight 
Series. You need to do as much as you can to distinguish yourself 
from that and Harry Potter as you can. The high school magic 
thing combined with the werewolf thing is enough - three strikes 
and you’re out. I would also eliminate any form of the word 
“twilight” from your book.

The Preface

I suggest that the preface be replaced. It is more distracting than 
it is useful and it does nothing to frame the story. Remember the 
reader knows nothing of the Fae world, and the preface should do 
something to prepare the reader for the revelation of Paige’s mom 
as a Faery.

Elements of the preface:

- What kind of story are we telling?

- Why are werewolves fighting the Fae?
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Introductory / Transitional Paragraphs

Rule of thumb: in a book like this, there should never be space 
between headings. If you have the beginning of a chapter, you 
need content between the chapter heading and subheading 1 - 
and in this content you explain the significance of all the 
subheadings in the chapter. If subheading 1 has subheadings, 
you discuss all of the subheadings beneath it. This is easy stuff, 
because you are summarizing what you’ve already done. I believe 
that you need to add approx. four short paragraphs. The trick is 
doing this without repeating yourself.

Some significant weaknesses

There are a few weaknesses in the book that can alienate your 
reader.

- You lead with your 10 years experience outside of the field of 
medicine,
education, and writing planners. Some readers will see this as 
highly distracting and perhaps you’ll lose credibility because of it. 
This is very serious. I would include it, but lead with what is 
relevant - your experience with the MCAT and other 
accomplishments and research in the field. Only then should you 
talk about previous experience and only if it highlights your 
credibility as a writer of a book to help pre-med students take the 
MCAT.

-  The argument that you try to make concerning the superiority of 
paper over electronic calendars is completely unconvincing. I’m 
not sure that you even need to make the argument because 
whoever is reading this thing is either holding the book or already 
interested in it. Then, the reasons that you give are completely 
biased and almost none of the argument even relates to your 
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Editor’s Notes

This is a very well written book, and I wish the author every 
success. It is obviously a well-thought out story that develops the 
characters in a light-hearted manner before delving into the 
darkness. Like a good mystery novel ... just when it looks like 
everything is coming together, everything unravels and then 
comes together in a different way. It is very entertaining, and 
overall a very good read. This manuscript is in excellent condition, 
but it does need some polish.

Weakness 1:

The entire episode with Occum’s razor needs to go. It’s a very 
pedestrian usage of a philosophical concept that doesn’t make 
any sense in the story. It comes across as a significant curveball 
in the story, but the only curve is that it’s anticlimactic and 
completely useless to the plot. It looks like it’s going to be a big 
deal, but it only receives one sentence several chapters later. I 
strongly suggest that any reference to Occum’s Razor be 
removed, and the information presented in a slightly different way.

Weakness 2:

The facial expressions need revision. Badly. Imagine going to a 
movie where all the actors made the same facial expressions in 
the same situations and then say the same tagline. That’s what 
we have here. Everyone is pursing their lips, drumming their lips 
with their fingers, or doing something else with their lips. I suggest 
that the author go to the library and study a book of facial 
expressions and more carefully describe the characters so their 
expressions aren’t so thin, repetitive, and one dimensional.
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