
Thank you for visiting my website.

Below you will find 12 children’s book reviews that are posted on YouTube, iTunes, 
Amazon, and Barnes and Noble.  

As you may know, most of my experience is academic, but I enjoy reviewing all genres 
of literature and scholarly works.

Please let me know if there is anything that I can do for you.

www.nathanbarnes.us 

Very best,

Nathan Barnes
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Posted to iTunes (Nathan J. Barnes)
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http://www.youtube.com/user/AnimalationsBooks 

1) Montgomery the Moose - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // shortened for YouTube

It’s hard to imagine a dancing moose, but I can certainly understand how Montgomery 
Moose could shake his caboose to the rhythm and rhyme of this little book.  Patricia 
Derrick is funny and thoughtful as she guides children through a musical introduction to 
five different styles.  She demonstrates clearly how children can absorb important 
information while having a wonderful time: the kids are being prepared for reading and 
learning while dancing and playing.  Who knew that just being a kid could be so 
productive.

2) Beaser the Bear’s Rocky Mountain Christmas - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // 
shortened for YouTube

This book encourages children to share, “give away their extra stuff,” so that they can 
“grow their hearts.”  The lyrics to the song vary slightly on this theme, lauding the virtues 
of giving.  This is of course a very positive message, simple and clear in its delivery, and  
memorable in its musical form.  This book comes with an explanation of animalations 
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and its purposes, and it is clear that the author is intentional about every aspect of the 
book: its artwork, music, and words point toward the single focus of learning.

 
3) Riley the Rhinoceros and the Jungle Bus - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // 
shortened for YouTube

This is a masterpiece of melody and message.  Riley the Rhinoceros is the reluctant 
hero, unhappy with other jungle animals who want or need to take a ride on his back.  
The message in this book is timeless: we need who to be who we are and learn to fit in 
with all of our friends according to everyone’s gifts and talents.  As such, this book is 
very affirming: each animal has its own unique characteristics, and yet each animal 
relies on another for things that they need.  The music and lyrics are both wonderful, 
and kids (and parents and teachers!) will want to return to it again and again.       

4) Dody the Dog - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // shortened for YouTube

Boy this is a sad story.  This book is not on the same level as the other animalations 
books with respect to music, artwork, and lyrics.  This could be due to the melancholy 
tone and hopeful message of the book.  A sappy, high pitched song combined with 
artwork that depicts a sad puppy in various forms of duress is not comparable to the 
dissappointed but happy Rhinoceros, the sharing Bear, or the dancing Moose.  This 
book does preserve a meaningful and positive message:  there is hope in the darkness.  
But this book is unusually dark for a children’s book; at one point the puppy narrowly 
misses getting run over by a car.  Neither the artwork nor the music distract the readers 
from the darker undertones of the story.  Unlike the other titles by this author, there is 
nothing about this book that is entertaining: its virtue is encased in shocking realism.

5) Rickity and Snickity - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // shortened for YouTube

This is a story of two Rocky Mountain bear cubs - Rickity and Snickity - who sneak onto 
a car heading for the balloon fiesta and Albuquerque, NM.  The cubs spend the night in 
a trash can and then end up piloting balloon so well that they are mistaken for 
celebrities.  Eventually they are caught by the park ranger but intend to come back next 
year, at which time they will be too big.  The music, lyrics, and artwork are all spot-on in 
this book - it is deliciously unpredictable and encourages critical thinking.  Some 
questions that arise are: do they really make balloons in the shapes of animals?  How 
fast do bear cubs really grow (can they really not come back next year)? For adults - 
seeing animals ponder over the paper is really funny, and the author put lyrics from the 
song in the paper for us (and our kids!) to read. I heartily recommend this book.

6) Farley Ferret - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // shortened for YouTube



This is a fun book that makes good use of alliteration with the letter “F,” and that is 
perhaps the most literary value of its poetry, which is fine.  It’s a children’s book - the 
lyrics do not need to be exceedingly intelligent or complex, but it is nice for the adult 
reader - most of us have been reading books and watching TV shows with our kids that 
have little meaning to us.  If this book is chosen by your kid as a book that must be read 
nightly for months (which it could be), it may be one of those books that grind on you 
after a while.  The music and the story are both good, and it has an uplifting, positive 
message.  Farley the Ferret lives on a farm, and he wants to share his boysenberry jam 
with kids at the fair.  Unfortunately, there is a drought but with some hard work, 
persistence, and innovation, Farley is able to have a wonderful time at the fair with his 
jam.  As an educational tool, this book achieves its purpose beautifully.  As a book that 
parents must read to their kids every night, it’s good but lacking in the subtle 
complexities that keep adults mentally aware during reading time.        

7) Rathbone the Rat- Amazon // Barnes and Noble // YouTube

This book is successful in many of its goals and deserves praise.  The music and lyrics 
are catchy, which is not always the case with other children’s books.  The great 
accomplishment of this book is that the author manages to convey a positive message 
by using a negative example.  Rathbone the Rat is a “terrible scat”  (perhaps ‘scat’ is a 
bit TOO negative) - a bad example that children should not follow.  A wonderful lesson 
from this book (whether it is intentional or unintentional I cannot tell) is that people who 
do bad things like Rathbone are not always caught, punished, or even remorseful for 
the bad things that they do.  We have the responsibility not to be like Rathbone, and if 
so we can enjoy a much higher standard of living.  

8) Sly the Dragonfly - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // YouTube

Life is the way you fly.  This message reminds me of my own childhood, when I tried to 
convince my little brother that playing baseball outside was much more fun than 
watching the afternoon cartoons.  If I had this book when I was a kid, maybe I could 
have persuaded him.  Perhaps I’ll send him a copy of Sly the Dragonfly and he can read 
it to his kids.  Children need to be encouraged to live up to all of their potential - learning 
and having fun and being their wonderful selves.  Like many of the animalations books, 
this one delivers everything that it promises.

9) Mr. Walrus and the Old School Bus - Amazon // Barnes and Noble // iTunes // 
YouTube

I must say that I love this book, and I’ll be glad to introduce it to my kids.  It has 
everything in it that most of us love now and when we were kids.  The premise of the 
story is that Mr. Walrus is driving a school bus full of our favorite animalations 
characters around town, and at each stop the kids get closer to a dinner date at home.   
Going to the zoo, the fair, grandma’s house, out for ice cream, picking up the dog from 
the groomer’s, a trip to the store, and home for a huge plate of spaghetti.  Put that to 
music and artwork and we have a winner.   



10)  iTunes - Cassandra the Cow is another example of animalations at its best.  It is a 
simple story about a cow doing her best to provide milk for kids at the fair - with 
excellent illustrations.  I love how wonderfully this little app works for kids as a teaching 
tool - they can read along with the narrator, which is great for me when my daughter 
wants to read the story for hours at a time.  This one is especially good for long waits at 
the doctor’s office (etc) - I just give her some headphones and she is happy while we 
wait.    

11)  iTunes - Little Goose. I have this app and a few others by Animalations.   My 
daughter can navigate through the iPad well enough to choose her favorite books, 
and this definitely one that gets some milage.  I'm happy to see that the 
Animalations folks aren't afraid to approach tough issues, and I'm thankful that in 
this case, the realism is tucked neatly behind age-appropriate fun.  I look forward to 
more apps from these folks.

12) iTunes - Louwse and the Big Apple Tree: This app follows the form of the other 
Animalations apps, with an option to read, be read to, or play.   My daughter and I 
love this because I can read to her or she can do it herself.  Both options are great, 
and because she loves the story (and I do too), we can spend quality time together 
or she can enjoy some independence.  As we can expect from Animalations, the 
story is good (which obviously is not the case with all children's books), the artwork 
and music are stimulating (for adults and kids), and we learn something from the 
experience.  I don't always understand why my kids like books (etc), but in this case 
I can chalk it up to good taste.


